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CHARLESTON, IL.--When Dale Righter entered Eastern Illinois University
last fall, he wondered about his future • • • particularly his cross country
future.
"When I first carne here, I was worried about making the team," said
Righter, a sophomore from Mattoon.
more confident.
Eastern.

"A couple of months into the season, I got

Before too long, I realized I was good enough to run for

I didn't expect to • • • I don't think anyone else did either."
But Righter proved the critics wrong and went on to become the recipient

of the Outstanding Freshman Award.

This season he has been one of the Panthers

top performers with solid finishes at the Illinois Intercollegiate Meet (13th
in 26:36 for five miles) and the recent dual with STU-Carbondale (6th in a season
best26:20 for 8000 meters).
"Dale has been super consistent for us all year," said assistant coach
Torn Akers.

"He's been very steady and reliable • • • one of those guys you tell

to do something and you know he'll do it.

Usually you don't get that from a

freshman or sophomore."
Righter quickly fit in with the Panthers when he decided to attend EIU.
"I was going to Eastern and either run there or not at all.

It's a good school

and close to horne so I made up my mind after my senior year that I was going to run
there.
"I never talked to Coach Akers before I went into his office to tell him
I was going out for the team.

I thought I'd give it a shot and I'm glad I did."

The final meet of the season for Righter and Co. is the Mid-Continent
championship in Springfield, MOon Saturday (Nov. 2).

Righter enters the 10,000

meter race as the Panthers top runner.
"The only pressure on me is to run like I can • . . not to finish first
necessarily.

I'd like to be in the top 15 and run the best race of the year.

is the time to do it.

We all need to run well for us to be in the top two."

Southwest Missouri and Northern Iowa tied for the team title last year
with 48 points, and Eastern was third with 76.
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